Saint Rafka was born in the small village of Himlaya on the mountain slopes of Lebanon in 1832.
At the age of 21, she entered an order of sisters which later dissolved in 1871. In that same
year, she entered the Lebanese Maronite Order. For the next 26 years she lived and worked at
the Convent of St. Simon.
On the feast of the Holy Rosary 1885, Rafka prayed to our Lord that He might allow her to share
in the suffering of his crucifixion. From that night on, her health began to deteriorate and soon
she became blind and crippled, yet she rejoiced in being made worthy to participate in the
suffering of our Lord. After years of acute pain, she died on March 23, 1914 at the Convent of
St. Joseph in Lebanon, and since then, many miracles have been attributed to her intercession.
In 1985, Pope John Paul II raised her to the honor of the altar, proclaiming her “Blessed” and in
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